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Competitive bid laws are changed

Effective August 1 of last year,
Chapter 328 raised the threshold for
cities, counties and townships for
competitive bidding. Starting in
August cities are not subject to the
municipal bidding law for contractors,
bids let, or purchases made if the
contracts are under certain dollar
amounts that depend upon the
respective populations of the munici-

pality.,

The law raises the threshold for cities
under 2500 in population to $35,000.
Cities which have a population over
2500 now have a threshold of
$50,000. Contracts that exceed these
new thresholds will still be required to
follow the traditional competitive bid-
ding procedure. Sealed bids must still
be solicited for them by public notice .

What the new law does is to give local
governments more control over how
and with whom they contract for
smaller projects that they perform in
every day government business.

Alan Jensen retires after 33 years of service

This additional control reflects a
couple of different realities.

One reality is that the limits of the
previous law have not kept pace with
inflation. They were, in fact, cumber-
some for every day small projects.

The second reality is that local
governments are often able to simply
negotiate a better buy for the public
dollar with fewer bidding restraints
and are able to better control the
quality of material, level of service and
quality workmanship not always
gained through the complex public
bidding procedures.

Coupled with the good judgement that
is necessary for local government,
these new thresholds should prove to
benefit all communities.

Contact your state association for fur-
ther details.

Alan has been with at Anderson
Brothers for many years and specialized
in the area of townships,city and county
governments. For the past two years,
he has been working closely with
officials in the Hackensack, Walker and
Park Rapids areas and managing
special project crews.

Alan is looking forward to having more
time for fishing and just plain

relaxing. He has been an important part
of the company.

Note for your calendar

This year’s Spring Forum for
Township and City Officials will be
held at the Nisswa American Legion
March 15.

Social hour will be from 5:30 to 6:30
PM with the main program from
6:30 to 8 PM. Snacks and bever-
ages are being provided.

A special invitation will be sent by
mail before the end of February.
We look forward to seeing you.

Aggregate available

If your township or city has a need
for high quality aggregate,Anderson
Brothers Construction has many
sources available.

If you have a gravel source that
needs testing, Anderson Brothers
has the equipment to do it. Call
218 829 1768.

Anderson Brothers has gravel
sources in four convenient locations
in this area. Call for directions and
information: Hardy Lake, 1/2 mile
off Cass County 36 ...218-829-
2761; Swenson , on Nelson Road,
5 miles from Breezy Point intersec-
tion...218-568-8715; Krueger, on
Cass County 50, 7 miles south of
Walker...218-547-1922; Pierce, 5
miles south of Remer on

Highway 6...218-566-2334.

See the map insert for even more
gravel sources or call 218 829
1768.



Ten Essentials of a Good Road

This article is reprinted here with special permission from Paul Toussaint
Kentucky Transportation Center of the University of Kentucky

Here are 10 basic tips to help maintain and keep your roads in good condition




What is the cost of paving one mile of roadway?

That's one of the most frequently asked questions we receive from townships and cities.

There are many variables. What is the haul distance from a pit source? Is the road a dead end or a through road?
What is the width and depth of the material to be specified? Here is an example of a one mile stretch of road that
includes light preparation work on an existing surface, 4 inches of Class 5 gravel with a 1 foot shoulder on each side:

Sample cost estimates for 1 mile of roadway

1. 4" of Class 5 24 * wide approximately $25,000.
2. 2" of asphalt 20’ wide approximately $37,000.
3. 2" of Class 1 shoulder 2’ wide approximately $ 5,000.
Total: $67,000.
Additional sample cost rough estimates based on 1 mile overlay

4, 1 1/2" tack and overlay 20’ wide approximately $29,040
5. 1" blade leveled asphalt approximately $19,350.
6. 2’ of topsoil/seed shoulder approximately $ 7,740.

Quantities Formula: Length X Width diivided by 9 = Sq Yards.
Sqg.Yds X 110 pounds per inch of depth divided by 2000= total tons.
5280’ X 24 * divided by 9 = 14,080 sqg. yds..

14,080 sq yds X 440 pounds (4”) divided by 2000= 3,098 tons.

Anderson Brothers provides you with a free estimate and will assist you with the budgeting and bidding process .



Anderson Brothers announces new staff assignments

Eric Anderson has been transferred to
the north Division of the company to
serve the communities of Walker,
Hackensack and Park Rapids area.
The opening occurred with the
retirement of 33 year Anderson veteran,
Alan Jensen.

Eric’s responsibilities will be to work
with the townships and cities in that
area. In addition, he will supervise the
management of driveways, parking lot
constructions and work with area
schools, general contractors and devel-
opers.

Eric has been with the company for 10
years. He began working the aggregate
department and has worked his way
through every facet of the business.

Call Eric at 218 675 5111.

Al Knowlen is replacing Eric
Anderson as Division Manager for
Streets and Roads. He will be work-
ing in the south division with town-
ships, counties and cities.

Al began working for Anderson
Brothers in the spring of 1975 as an
equipment operator. He then
became project superintendent for
Minnesota, North and South Dakota
large highway projects.

Most recently he has been responsi-
ble for the drilling and testing of new
gravel sources and working with pit
restoration. In cooperation with
Anderson’s John Bendson, he pre-
pares bids for State and County
work.

Call Al or John at 218 829 1768.

Accurate asphalt specifications...a must in your documents

Are you confused about which asphalt
specifications belong in your project docu-
ments? The following information should
be helpful as you put together your next
paving project.

Specification 2331 requires extreme care
by the townhips and cities. This spec has
the least amount of testing and require-
ments to it. There is a possibility of getting
a one pile product fed into the asphalt
plant. With a one pile product, there is
very little control on the gradation of the
material and virtually no crushing specs or
requirements. The contractors do not
have to test the asphalt to make sure it is
complying with the mix design. This spec
leaves the burden of testing and quality on
the project owner.

The 2340 spec puts all test responsibilities
on the contractor. The customer gets a
product that is called for in the job mix
formula. The requirement for crushing,
gradation, voids and AC in the mix and all
of the project documented and furnished to
the customer. The contractor has the
ability to make changes on the mix as it is
processed to keep air voids between 3 and
5 percent by completing the testing
required. This ensures that the customer

gets the best possible mix for that project
or design. The owner can do
companion tests if the need arises.

The 2350 spec is relatively new and

works well for high traffic areas. The

mix itself requires more rock in most

cases and more crushing. It also produces
higher costs. The 2350 mix has a lot more
testing involved. Some of the testing is for
density or compaction with a minimum of
91.5%.

2350 specifications provide for decentives
for failing densities. There also are incen-
tive and decentives for voids and ride
smoothness. This spec takes more
involvement by the customer to do some of
their own tests for verification.

It is probably best for this spec to be used
only on State and County highway work
where they have people on staff to do
inspection verification tests. A 2350 speci-
fication is a better quality mix and more
costly. Some owner testing costs could be
reduced by waiving portions of the
specifictions.

The size of aggregate you want to use in
your asphalt is determined by the

Visit Us On the Internet: http://www.andersonbrothers.com

I am very excited about my new
position as Division Manager for
Streets and Roads at Anderson
Brothers Construction Company.

I look forward to meeting you and
working with you on any needs you
may have for upcoming projects.

Anderson Brothers welcomes the
opportunity to assist in planning for
the future with design and budgets.
Please call us at any time. Our
office phone number is 218 829
1768.

Al Knowlen

thickness of your lift of asphalt (twice the
normal size.) One half should be used in
your mix type if you are laying 1” or less.

To use 3/4 rock, your minimum mat

thickness should be 1 1/2” or greater. To
specify one aggregate size or another, list
behind mix type an A for 1/2 or B for 3/4.

Following are MN Dot specification grada-
tion requirements for Class 5.

Sieve Size Percent Passing
1" 100

3/4” 90-100

3/8” 50-90

#4 35-80

#10 20-65

#40 10-35

#200 3-10

These specs work well, but we have found
by using the Crow Wing County modifica-
tion of #200 sieve to 5-10% passing, it
works much better to get the materials to
hold up.

If you are building a stockpile of Class 5, |
would highly suggest having someone run
sieve analysis for you. Anderson Brothers
is not a certified testing lab, but we do run
sieve analysis if you need someone to do
this for you.

The time to test is when you are building
your pile, not after you have the pile up.

When crushing your Class 5, keep in mind
the more fracture or crushing, the better
your material will hold together. There is a
crushing spec on Class 5 of a minimum 10
percent crushing.

Anderson Brothers
Box 668
Brainerd, MN 56401
218 829 1768



